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CRACKS IN OUR FOUNDATION: 
THE PROBLEMS OF INNER CITY FAMILIES 


WASHINGTON, D.C.--Two-parent black families are in danger of 
becoming more the exception than the rule, according to Marian 
Wright Edelman, president of the Children's Defense Fund. 


In a February speech to U.S. Labor Department employees 
during Black History Month, Edelman said 60 percent of American 
black babies born today are born out of wedlock. If the trend 
continues, Edelman said, only one in five black babies will be 
born into two-parent families by the year 2000. 


Edelman said a birth into a single-parent household is 
almost a "guarantee of poverty," because of the difficulty young 
black women have in supporting themselves and their children. 


"Teen pregnancy is really about hope and opportunity," 
Edelman said. "If young black women have no reason to believe 
they'll be any better off at age 21 than at age 14, they see no 
reason to wait." 


"Our children in inner cities have lost hope," Edelman said. 
“When I was growing up we lost children to poverty. Now we're 
losing our children to cocaine and crack and alcohol because we 
haven't provided constructive alternatives." 


Edelman founded the Children's Defense Fund in 1973. Based 
in Washington, D.C., the organization works nationally to prevent 
teenage pregnancy and promote child welfare and family health, 
especially among inner city youth. 


Edelman said that while blacks have come a long way, as 
evidenced by Atlanta Mayor Andrew Young and the highly-rated Bill 
Cosby weekly television series, the progress they've made won't 
last unless some fundamental problems are solved. 


Edelman said the number of young black men in college has 
been declining and that one in four black youth who finish high 
school can't find jobs. She said half of all black children are 
poor. 


Yet an opportunity for positive change exists in the fact 
that with slower growth in the American workforce during the next 
decade, employers will need black youth. "Employers will have to 
do what is right to remain competitive," Edelman said. 
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She called for increased voluntarism, saying her childhood 
in a family of Baptist ministers taught her “service to others is 
the rent we pay for living." 


She also pledged to make 1989 the year that child care 
legislation will pass and criticized the federal government for 
financing military buildup at the expense of social programs 
including health care. 


Edelman said the U.S. cannot thrive if black youth do not 
start receiving better education, health care and job 
opportunities. 


"The top cannot rise without the bottom," she said, "so we 
are talking about all our futures. This nation needs the poorest 
black child as much as it needs the most privileged white child." 
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THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION: JANUARY 1989 


WASHINGTON, D.C.--The January jobless rate for blacks, at 
12.0 percent, showed little or no movement from December's 11.6 
percent, according to the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. The rate also showed little movement from January 
1988, when it stood at 12.2 percent. 


For black men, the January unemployment rate was 10.4 
percent, compared to 10.0 percent in December and 10.2 percent in 
1988 (seasonally adjusted). The January jobless rate for white 
men was 4.0 percent. 


Black women had a jobless rate in January of 10.4 percent, 
compared to 10.5 percent in December and 11.0 percent in January 
1988. White women had a January 1989 unemployment rate of 3.9 
percent. 


Black teenagers had the highest unemployment rate, at 32.0 
percent, compared to an 11.7 percent rate for white teens. The 
December rate for black teens was 29.3 percent. In January 1988, 
33.7 percent. of black teens were jobless. 


As a whole, employment rose substantially in January and 
unemployment was little changed. Both the overall and civilian 
worker jobless rates were 5.4 percent and have shown little 
movement in recent months. 


The number of nonagricultural payroll jobs, as measured by the monthly 
survey of business establishments, increased by 410,000 in January, after 
seasonal adjustment. Total civilian employment derived from the survey of 
households, which has generally shown smaller gains than payroll employment 
over the past year, rose by 700,000. 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data) 


Both the level and the rate of unemployment were little changed in 
January, at 6.7 million and 5.4 percent, respectively, after seasonal 
adjustment. These measures have hovered near their present levels for the 
past several months. 


Similarly, jobless rates for most major worker groups, including adult 
men (4.6 percent), adult women (4.7 percent), whites (4.6 percent), and 
blacks (12.0 percent), showed little or no movement from December. The 
rates for teenagers (16.4 percent) and Hispanics (8.4 percent) edged up 
over the month. 
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Both the mean and median duration of unemployment, at 12.7 and 5.7 
weeks, respectively, were about unchanged from December. Persons jobless 
for 6 months or more, at about 750,000 in January, accounted for 11 percent 
of the unemployed total. : 


Civilian Employment and the Labor Force (Household Survey Data) 


Civilian employment increased by 700,000 on a seasonally adjusted 
basis in January to a level of 116.7 million. This gain followed much 
smaller monthly increases during most of 1988. With the large January rise 
in employment, the employment-population ratio--the proportion of the 
working-age population that is working--rose to a record 62.9 percent. 


The civilian labor force rose by 870,000 after seasonal adjustment to 
123.4 million. As a result, the labor force participation rate also was at 
a record level--66.5 percent. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 


Table A-3. Employment status of the civilian population by race, sex, age, and Hispanic origin 


(Numbers in thousands) 


Not seasonally adjusted Seasonally adjusted 


Employment status, race, sex, age, and 


Hispanic origin Jan Dec Jan Jan Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan 


1989 1988 1988 1988 1988 1988 


1988 


1988 





Civilian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force ............ aliens 
Participation rate .... 
Employed .. 
Employment- population ratio’ 
Unemployed an ‘ 
Unemployment rate 


Civilian labor force 
Participation rate ................ 
Employed ... 
Employment- population ratio’ 
Unemployed ae — 
Unemployment rate . 


Women, 20 years and over 
Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed .. 
Employment population ratio 


Unemployment rate 
Both sexes, 16 to 19 years 


Civilian labor force ........ A sce Ae, ELE Ss TS 


Participation rate 


Se eR RN Al a 


Employment-population ratio’ 
Unemployed ; : 
Unempioyment rate 


Civilan noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force - 
Participation rate 
Employed .. 
Employment- -population ratio” 
Unemployed See. 
Unemployment rate .... 


Men, 20 years and over 
Civilian labor force sal 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Empioyment-population ratio“ 
Unemployed . : 
Unemployment rate 


Women, 20 youre and over 
Civilian labor force _ ‘ ae 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Employment-population ratio’ 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


Both sexes, 16 to 19 years 
Civilian labor force ; 
Participation rate 
Empioyed 
Employment-population ratio 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 
Men 
Women 


See footnotes at end of table 


Men, sith: ds Oa 


157,676 
103,120 
65.4 
97,311 
61.7 
5,809 
5.6 


54,135 
778 
51,220 


20,539 
12,967 
63.1 
11,417 
55.6 
1,550 
12.0 


6,029 
74.0 
5,398 
66.2 
631 
10.5 


6,189 
60.6 
5,528 
54.1 
661 
10.7 


749 
34.5 
492 
22.7 
257 


158,705 
104,972 
66.1 
100,423 
63.3 
4,549 
43 


54,731 
7793 


52,466 | 


74.7 
2,264 
4.1 


43,748 
57.0 
42,218 
55.0 


1,530 | 


3.5 


6,494 


55.4 | 


5,739 
49.0 
755 
11.6 
13.4 
9.8 


20,842 


158,865 
105,020 
66.1 
99,506 


62.6 | 


5,514 
5.3 


54,854 
78.0 


74.2 
2,695 
49 


43,803 
57.0 


41,948 | 


54.6 
1,854 


4.2 | 


| 6,363 


13,367 | 


64.1 
11,938 
57.3 
1,428 
10.7 


6,146 
74.2 
5,559 
67.1 
586 
9.5 


6,375 
61.4 
5,773 
55.6 


94 


52,159 | 


157,676 
104,188 


66.1 | 


99,011 
62.8 
5,177 


5.0 | 


54,470 
78.3 


52,080 | 


748 
2,390 
a 


158,422 
105,036 
66.3 
100,058 
63.2 
4,978 
4.7 


54,839 
78.3 
52,579 
75.1 
2,260 


4.1 | 


43,191 
56.4 
41,413 
54.1 
1,778 
41 


7,006 | 


59.4 
6,066 


940 | 
13.4 | 


14.5 
12.3 


158,705 
105,411 
66.4 
100,567 
63.4 
4,844 
46 


54,898 
78.2 


52,636 | 


75.0 
2,262 
41 





1989 
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EMPLOYMENT AND EARNINGS CHARACTERISTICS OF FAMILIES: 
FOURTH QUARTER 1988 ce. 


WASHINGTON, D.C.--Median earnings of black:  married-couple 
families were 82 percent of the median for white married couples 
in the fourth quarter of 1988, the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau 
of Labor Statistics reports. Over the year ended in the fourth 
quarter of 1988, earnings of black married-couple families rose 
6.1 percent, compared with 5.6 percent for white married-couple 
families. 


In the fourth quarter of 1988, the number of families with 
at least one employed member was 52.6 million, 300,000 more than 
in the same quarter a year earlier. Over this same period, the 
median wage and salary earnings of families rose 4.7 percent to 
$606 a week. Other fourth-quarter highlights were: 


---The. number of families with at least one full-time worker reached 
48.6 million, or three-fourths of all families. The number of families 
with no members in the labor force also rose, largely as a reflection of 
the aging of the population. In three-fifths of the families without any 
workers, all family members were at least 60 years of age. 


---In- line with the overall labor market improvement in 1988, the 
number of families with an unemployed member fell by 300,000 to 4.7 
million. In 70 percent of these families, there was at least one employed 
member. A very high proportion--26 percent--of the families with an 
unemployed member were maintained by women (no husband present), and only 
45 percent of these families had an employed member. 


---The number of married-couple families in which both the husband and 
wife were employed rose by 600,000 over the year to a total of 25.4 
million, one-half of all married-couple families. Among married-couple 
families with children, the proportion in which both parents were employed 
was 60 percent. 


---The median wage and salary earnings of married-couple families were 
$684 a week in the fourth quarter, 5.7 percent more than a year earlier. 
Nearly two-thirds of married-couple families had two or more earners, and 
their median weekly earnings were $820. Median earnings of families 
maintained by women ($338) were about half ‘hose of married-couple 
families, in large part. because only one-thir ¢ them had more than one 
earner. 


-more- 
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Table 5. Employment status of persons in families by family relationship, race, and Hispanic origin, quarterly averages not 
seasonally adjusted 


(Numbers in thousands) 


IV 
_1987 oS a 
Civilian _ Unemployed Civilian - 
Civilian labor Percent Civilian labor 
noninsti- force noninsti- force 
tutional partici- Number j tutional Partici- 
population | pation 





Characteristic 





In families ............. ‘ 147,779 
In married-couple families .. <osihilsedinkosennast 
ER EEE RE 50,833 
ITI ss nsncisoschiiansldlecbediensininsinisaciestattéelononnccietaaiccdy ann 
Other family member(s) sevseeee| 20,088 
in families maintained by women .. 
TE TE A a , 
Other family member(s) ........ 
In families maintained by men 


127,419 

109,400 

45,915 

‘s = . . . | 45,847 

Other family member(s) i ; : ' . \ 17,638 
In families maintained by women .. , y 2 | 13,758 
Househoider : S ; | 7,503 
Other family member(s) t } : | ; 6,255 
In families maintained by men / 7 | 5 | 4,261 
2,140 
2,121 


In families 
In married-couple families 








Other family member(s) 
In families maintained by women 


in families maintained by men .. 


Other family member(s) ..................cecccceeeeeees 


In families .. . . J 

in married-coupie families .................. Said , | . . ' 8,498 8 | 412 
Husbands ......... ? . 5 . } : 3,292 | 144 | 
Wives ‘ : Dsticsendestiul t d ; ’ | 3,390 105 
Other family member(s) .......... : : / ’ . | 1,616 5 | 163 

In families maintained by women ..................... : . . 2,070 8 | 126 | 
Householder ............... , bi . r 1,156 . 48 
Other family member(s) ee wade ’ . . 914 6 | 78 

in families maintained by men. ..... g . 740 : a 47 | 
Househoider ‘ eed Se ee ae . 334 . 22 
Other family member(s) ateiaiieiningtiiaiiai 319 : 406 68.3 | 25 





Data not shown where base is less than 60,000 * presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and black 
NOTE: Detail for the above race and Hispanic-origin groups will not population groups. 
sum to totals because daia for the “other races” group. are not 
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Table 6. Families with wage and salary earners by race, Hispanic origin, type of family, and median usual weekly wage and 
adjusted 


Median weekly earnings 


IV IV 
1987 1988 











Wite . 
Two or more earners . 
Husband and wife only 


tye ' 
Two or more earners , 


pate — me ma 
One earner ; 
Two or more earners . 








See footnotes at end of table 
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USUAL WEEKLY EARNINGS OF WAGE AND SALARY WORKERS: 
FOURTH QUARTER 1988 


WASHINGTON, D.C.--Median earnings for black men working at 
full-time jobs were $342 per week in the fourth quarter of 1988, 
72 percent of the median for white men ($475), the U.S. Labor 
Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics reports. The median for 
black women was 90 percent of the median for their white 
counterparts ($291 versus $323). Median earnings of Hispanics 
continued to lag behind those for blacks ($281 versus $314). 


Median earnings of the nation's 83.0 million full-time wage 
and salary workers were $392 per week during 1988's fourth 
quarter, an increase of 2.9 percent from a year earlier. Over 
the same period, there was a 4.3 percent rise in prices as 
measured by the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers. 


Data on usual earnings are collected as part of the Current 
Population Survey, a nationwide sample of households in which 
respondents are asked how much each wage and salary worker 
usually earns per week. The principal highlights from the fourth 


quarter data are: 


---Women usually working full time had median earnings of $320 per 
week, 70 percent of the $458 median for men. This earnings ratio has been 
relatively unchanged for the last 2 years. 


---The highest median earnings for men ($573) were posted by those in 
the 45 to 54 year group. Peak earninge for women were in the younger 35- 
to-44 ages ($357). (See table 2.) 


---Among men, workers in executive, administrative, and managerial 
occupations had the highest median earnings ($686), followed by those in 
professional specialties ($661), technicians ($512), and sales workers 
($507). For women, median weekly earnings were highest for professionals 
($493), followed by those in executive, administrative, and managerial jobs 


($442). For both men and women, farm workers and service workers had the 
lowest earnings. 
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Table 2. Median usual weekly earnings of full-time wage and salary workers by age, race, Hispanic origin, and sex, 
fourth quarter 1988 averages, not seasonally adjusted , 


Total Men Women 
Number Number Number 
of Median of Median of Median 
workers weekly workers weekly workers weekly 
(in earnings ‘(in earnings (in earnings 
thousands) thousands) 


Age, race, and Hispanic origin 


35,079 $320 
5,191 241 
839 185 
4,352 257 
29,888 341 
26,348 343 
11,274 332 
9,124 357 
5,950 347 
3,539 324 
3,147 331 
392 282 


16 years and over eibeinasiadiniticsigesttgaiavniiaiaiintiaions 4,224 299 2,408 251 
16 to 24 years : a siabialininjbaiaitinia wii is ; 219 896 222 451 214 
25 years and over . Ee Sr a ‘ 303 3,328 326 1,957 266 

25 to 54 years ............... uieteteien nicipeilaaeanitiat . 303 3,016 321 1,765 271 
; saiaiaiiaiidain 306 312 399 193 218 


NOTE: Detail for the above race and Hispanic-origin groups will not presented and Hispanics are inciuded in both the white and 
not sum to totals because data for the “other races" group are black population groups. 
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Black women made advances in many socioeconomic areas over 
the past decade, according to "Black Women in the Labor Force," a 
fact sheet from the Labor Department's Women's Bureau. Even so, 
black women are still more likely than white women to be 
unemployed, to be in low-paying jobs, and to account for a larger 
proportion of those living in poverty. 


oe | 


Black women 16 years of age and over numbered 10.7 million 
in 1984, up from 8.7 million in 1975, according to "Black Women 
in the Labor Force," a fact sheet from the Labor Department's 
Women's Bureau. About 55 percent of these women are in the 
civilian labor force, an increase since 1975, when only 4.2 
million black women, or about 49 percent, were employed or 
looking for work. 


There has been a significant closing of the gap between the 
educational level of white and black women workers, according to 
"Black Women in the Labor Force," a fact sheet from the Labor 
Department's Women's Bureau. The median years of schooling of 
black women workers was 12.6 years in 1983. The difference of 
0.2 years that now exists between black and white women workers 
is down from 1.8 years in 1962, an achievement made in about a 
generation. 
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